
IDULLATRY- Its Source 
 

 
The fact that idolatry is born in the heart and not of external circumstances 
cannot be overemphasized.  The land of Canaan was saturated with idols.  It 
might be profitable if we were to take some time to examine these in order to 
gain an objective idea of the challenges facing God’s people.  The study of the 
Scriptures shows us that the major idols of the Israel’s surrounding enemies 
included: 
 

Nation Idols Biblical Reference Source 
Ammon Molech, also called the Milcom, 

2 Ki 23:13,  the most horrible idol 
to whom child sacrifices made.    
Solomon built an altar to him at 
Tophet in the Valley of Hinnom. 
Later, both King Ahaz and his 
godless grandson Manasseh 
sacrificed their children to him. 
Both Molech and the Milcom are 
forms of a Semitic word for king.  

1 Ki 11:7; 2 Chron 
28:1 - 4; 33:6. 
 
 
 
 
[See Yahweh’s 
specific instructions 
against child 
sacrifice to this false 
God and Lev 18:21; 
20:2-5, cf. 2 Ki 
23:10] 

Wilmington’s Book of Bible 
Lists, 154 

Aram or Syria Hadad (Baal), Mot, Anath, 
Rimmon  

Jdg 10:6 footnote NIV Study Bible, hereafter 
NIVSB 

 Rimmon = God of Naaman the 
Leper 

2 Ki 5:15-19 Wilmington, 154 

Babylon Bel, also called Marduk and 
Merodach, the chief deity of the 
Babylonian pantheon.  Bel is 
equivalent to Canaanite Baal and 
means lord. 

Isa 46:1 footnote 
 
Jer 50:2; 51:44 

NIVSB 

 Nebo, god of wisdom and 
literature 

Isa 46:1 Wilmington, 154 

Canaan Baal.  False God of fertility to the 
warm, life-giving rain to soil.  
Pictured as standing on a bull, 
symbol of strength and fertility.  
His chariot was the storm cloud, 
thunder his voice and lightning 
his spares and ours.  Worship of 
him involve sacred prostitution 
and child sacrifices, Jer 19:5. 

1 Ki 18:17-40; 2 Ki 
10:28; 11:18 

Wilmington, 153 

 Ashtoreth, a Canaanite goddess 
and a consort of Baal. Samuel the 
Prophet led Israel in a great 
revival resulting in the people’s 
forsaking sexual practices 
associated with the worship of 
Ashtoreth. 

1 Sam 7:3-4 Wilmington, 153 



Moab Chemosh Num 21:29; Jdg 
11:24; 1 Ki 11:7; 2 Ki. 
23:13; Jer 48:7 

See also NIVSB footnote at Jdg 
10:6 

Philistia Dagon, chief Philistine 
agriculture god and father of 
Baal. The Ark of the Covenant 
destroyed an idol of Dagon in its 
own temple. Later, Samson 
would destroy the temple of 
Dagon. 
 
 

1 Sam 5:1-7; Jdg 16: 
23 -30 

Wilmington, 153 

 Baal-Zebub,    
Worshiped in Ekron.  The name 
means “Lord of the Flies” and is 
believed to be a deliberate change 
my the followers of the true 
LORD, Yahweh, to ridicule the 
worship of Beel-Zebul, “Exalted 
Baal” or  “Prince Baal.”  The 
name was later used of Satan. 

2 Ki 1:2-3, 6, 16 
 
 
Jdg 10:6 footnote; Mt 
10:25 footnote.  See 
also 12:24 

 
 
 
NIVSB 

Tyre Asherah, or Ashtaroth, chief 
goddess of Tyre, referred to as 
the lady of the sea. Gideon 
destroyed a statue of this consort 
of Baal, that had been worshiped 
by his own father. 

Jdg 6:24 -32 Wilmington, 153 

 

Lesser pagan gods included Tammuz, the Babylonian fertility god for whose 
death Jerusalem’s women mourned thinking it was the cause of their dying 
vegetation, Eze 8:14; Nishroch, the Assyrian god of King Sennacherib who was 
murdered in the temple of his idol by his 2 sons, 2 Ki 19:37; and so on.   
 
Yet, in spite of this plethora of idols, the Lord God warned his people that the 
major threat they would pose to him would come from their hearts.  This Self-
existing, independent God who made man in his image and likeness, clearly 
understood that all forms of sin, especially that of the most basal evil, idolatry, 
have their source within the center of fallen man rather than in the cultus of the 
surrounding cultures.  “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 
sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.  These are what defile a person. 
..” Mt 15:19-20a. 
 


